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A few days after returning from our January DC 

trip I headed to Ireland for a series of speaking 
events in Dublin, County Tipperary, and 
Galway! 

As many of you know, abortion became legal in 
Ireland in 2018. Instead of giving up, the pro-
life movement in Ireland is growing and 
dedicating themselves to righting this wrong. 
They’re learning how best to fight abortion in 
their unique cultural context—and they’ve 

decided to model their advocacy after ERI’s 
relational approach. 

After many discussions with Irish pro-life 
leaders, I wrote a new speech titled, “What the 
Pro-Life Movement in Ireland Needs to Know in 
2020.” I gave the talk at the Students for Life of 
Ireland conference and again at a pro-life event 
in Galway. I will publish one of those recordings 
as well as the Q&A sessions on the ERI podcast 

in the future. I delivered four additional 
speeches as well as a meet-and-greet event 
that included a tour of the Irish Parliament 
building. I also recorded two podcasts with 
“Minimize Project,” a fantastic pro-life 
organization in Ireland run by smart, young 
advocates, including one who was trained at 
Oxford University. They interviewed me for the 
first episode of their podcast, and then I 
interviewed them for the Equipped for Life 

Podcast. 

This trip reaffirmed something I learned during 

my speaking trip in Denmark in 2018:  

ERI’s approach to dialogue skills and pro-life 
apologetics is particularly needed in 
countries where the culture has turned 
against the pro-life movement. 

Interestingly, the way this obstacle manifests is 
different in Ireland than in Demark. In Denmark, 
people are just confused that anyone is even 

debating abortion anymore. They see it as a 
settled issue. “We don’t need to talk about 
abortion. We’re debating Muslim immigration 
and climate change now.” The pro-life 
movement there is very small, yet as I got to 
see firsthand, courageous.  

In Ireland, a cultural shift has happened more 
recently. The opinion polls on abortion there 
aren’t perfect, but one pro-life leader estimated 

that while two-thirds of the country used to be 
pro-life, now only about one-third is. That 
change is due to multiple factors, including a 
reaction to Savita Halappanavar’s death which 
was wrongly blamed on the pro-life law at the 
time, as well as a turning against the Catholic 
Church. Because Ireland has always identified 
as a strongly Catholic country when the scandal 
about sexually abusive priests came out, many 
people came to hate the church. They saw their 

vote for abortion rights as a way to show 
contempt for the church, given that the 

Catholic church is connected with pro-life 

ideation.

I’m so grateful that I was able to both 
encourage and equip the pro-life community in 
Ireland. Given what the leaders from Denmark, 
Ireland and Scotland have said about the 
benefit of our training materials in their 
countries, I’m planning on pursuing more 
international trips. I hope to influence countries 
where abortion is not yet legal. What if we were 

able to help prevent abortion becoming legal 
in some places?
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DC Trip 2020! 
 
January was our most successful DC trip as an 
organization yet!

As you can see from the top picture, the 
banners came out great and we had a real 
visible presence at the March for Life. Not only 

did it make it easy for our followers to find us, 
but it also piqued people’s curiosity who asked 
what “a fresh approach to pro-life dialogue” 
means! We handed out flyers for the Equipped 
for Life course and told them about how ERI 
can help their advocacy. 

We were even able to use the banners at our 
National Pro-Life Summit booth, shown on the 
left. We talked with pro-lifers from all over, 

including a doctor from Australia who used to 
be pro-choice and has been helped by our 
bodily rights arguments. Josh spoke on a panel 
in front of roughly 200 students on why men 
have an important role in advocating for the 
unborn, and how to respond effectively to the 
common pro-choice mantra, “Men can’t talk 
about abortion.”

The bottom picture shows Josh filming a video 

about the Equal Rights Argument for a 

partnership project with CareNet. This video 
has animation in the style of “PragerU” videos 
so pro-life advocates can easily understand the 
Equal Rights Arguments and share it online. 
We’ve seen an early cut and it’s going to be 

fantastic. It will be published in the following 
months, so be sure to look for it!

During the same trip, we also met with the 
leaders and students from SPUC Scotland as 
has become tradition. (Shown below.) They 
showed us a presentation they’ve been giving 
on overpopulation and then we answered 
dialogue and sidewalk counseling questions 
from their students before driving home. 

 

Thank you so much to everyone who financially 
supported our March for Life trip and banners 
this year!

Personal Note to Andrew’s Friends and Supporters
Hello! Let's start off with the fun stuff: Caitlin 
and I are expecting another child! Since the 
due date is the end of July, Caitlin would like 
me to note that the baby could share a birthday 
with Harry Potter (or Neville Longbottom, 
depending on how you look at it). 

After a bit of a break, I had another blog post 

up in January, and it got more of a response 
than usual. Right now, I'm finishing the drafts 
for a three-part series on a subject that may not 
seem related to the abortion conversation at 
first (but it absolutely is). I'm excited about 
those, but there's an even bigger thing we're 
hoping to have out soon (maybe before you 
get this) for which I'm playing more of an 

editorial role. Both projects should be helpful 
long-term resources for pro-life people. 

Caitlin and Noa are doing well. Noa took her 
first step, and now she's climbing stairs and 
trying to use anything she gets her hands on as 
a boa. Her two favorite things are 1) going 
"baa" like a sheep, and 2) saying "baby" while 

looking at the ultrasounds of her and her 
younger sibling. That's right, she came out pro-
life! 

Thanks for your support, 
  Andrew 
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