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Mockups of
the teardrop
banners we
want to bring
to the March
for Life this
year! Read
about it on
the back
page.

The Transformative Power of the Sidewalk
Counseling Masterclass
At the time I am writing this, our new sidewalk
counseling training course has been out less
than one month, but we are already hearing
from our enrolled members how the training
material is inspiring them. This training wouldn’t
have been possible without your faithful
support these last two years, so we want to
share the results with you! Here are what a few

"The material in this course is thorough and
relevant, but most of all it made me feel less
intimidated and more confident that I can do
sidewalk counseling in a compassionate and
caring way. I've had some experience with
sidewalk counseling and some training, but I
never felt that I could make a difference until
now." - Debra, Sidewalk Counselor

of our enrolled members have said:
“I would absolutely recommend this course to
anyone wanting to get involved in sidewalk
counseling. Before watching the course,
sidewalk counseling seemed like an
intimidating thing that should be left to others
more knowledgeable and gifted. After
watching this course, I feel very confident
that I could get out there and do it.” - Jessica

"This course has real-life lessons from seasoned
sidewalk counselors. I appreciated so much that
they not only make suggestions of what to do,
but also shared their own mistakes and what
they have learned. It's paced such that you
don't need any experience in sidewalk
counseling to follow it. The training is
incredibly practical—seriously, this course will
be some of the best money you ever spend!"

We are so grateful for the opportunity to create
this training and share it with so many pro-life
advocates. This second online course has
greatly expanded our mission field by reaching
a whole new network of pro-life advocates who
have a different calling and skillset than our
Equipped for Life Course members.
We asked our Sidewalk Counseling Masterclass
members why they want training from us in
sidewalk counseling. Here are some of our
favorite answers they gave:
• “Because at certain locations there’s a
lack of counselors, and I now feel I’ve
got to do more than hold a sign.”
• “I feel I could do more. The past
approaches aren't effective.”
• “I see this as the next step in my desire

- Laura
“I have been sidewalk counseling for at least
5 years and learned some techniques that I
would not have discovered on my own. This
course will get new sidewalk counselors off to a
great start. It will also give plenty of new tips
and suggestions for counselors with experience
as they reach out and talk to abortion-minded
clients. I will be recommending the course to
other counselors in my area.” - Paul, Current
Sidewalk Counselor
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to save babies and stop the abortion
industry.”
“I am currently being trained as a Client
Advocate at a Pregnancy Center.”
“I am involved in pro-life telephone
counseling, I am hoping some of the
insights and lessons here will transfer to
telephone counseling.”
“Our church has just started a ministry at
a local abortion clinic.”

A group of students from Louisiana who are
taking the Sidewalk Counseling Course
together!
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Taking the DC Trip
to Another Level
This year we have big plans for our annual
Washington DC trip. We know that to
accomplish our mission, we must reach more
advocates in the pro-life movement.
We will bring the ERI message to the March for
Life 2020 in a new way. First, we will organize
an in-person meetup with ERI followers. Next,
we will march together with those followers
holding these three 12-foot high banners you
see on the first page. We want pro-lifers to see
our message and think, “Woah! What is that?”
And when they ask us, not only will our staff be
there to greet them, but also some of our most
ambitious followers who know and love our
training as much as we do.
The only problem is that we can’t bring these

Top: Jacob speaking on sidewalk counseling
at the Archdiocese of Atlanta.
Bottom: Recording a podcast with Jacob and
Rachel about sidewalk counseling.

banners to DC if we don’t have the funding.
Each banner costs $400, and we project that it
will cost us an additional $5,000 to bring Jacob,
Rachel and I to DC for the march, conference,
and important meetings we have each year with
other pro-life leaders. Would you consider

sponsoring one of these banners with a $400
gift or sending one of our staff to DC with a
$1600 gift?
You can sponsor a banner or staff person by
returning the giving envelope with a check
enclosed. Please write “March for Life
Sponsorship” in the gift designation section of
the form included, not in the memo space of
the check. If you choose to give your gift online
at EqualRightsInstitute.com/Donate, when
asked “Where would you like to direct your
donation?” select the option “March for Life
Sponsorship.”
This year, the Students for Life of America
conference has transformed into a National Prolife Summit. This event is going to be much
bigger than the conference from years past
because Live Action, Alliance Defending
Freedom, and The Heritage Foundation are all
partnering on the event as well. It is more
important than ever for us to be there
because we will have the opportunity to
meet new pro-life advocates who have never
heard of ERI before. Will you help us get to
DC this year?

Personal Note to Andrew’s Friends and Supporters
Hello everyone! I'd wish you a happy fall, but
New England is in one of its dreary, rainy
moods, and I can feel winter fast approaching.
On the brighter side, I'm chugging along with
ERI, working on drafts for future articles, talking
philosophy with supporters, and thinking
through what topics will be helpful to cover for
our readers (if you have requests, let me know).
Caitlin and I have also been attending a Sunday
school class on the sanctity of life at a Baptist
church in the area. Part of that involved
attending an event at a nearby Catholic church
involving the mayor of a city near Boston who
left the Democratic party over his pro-life
convictions. It's refreshing to see such pro-life
s e n t i m e n t a n d i n t e r- d e n o m i n a t i o n a l
cooperation in the area!
The random update for this newsletter cycle is
that Caitlin and I have gone from smartphones
to not-so-smart phones (dumbphones?). It's not
that I hate technology; I'm usually the guy

poking around electronics in places not
designed to be accessible to the general
public. Americans, on average, use their
smartphones for 5 hours a day. I was more in
the 2.5 range, but that was too much for me.
So, in an effort to curb our addiction to our
phones and spend our time more wisely, we're
using phones that just work as phones (with a
side of email for me, if I can get it up and
running). If I answer the phone like I don't know
your number, it's probably because I can't get
the contacts to transfer over.
Noa is doing great in almost every dimension;
she's standing with help, babbling with several
syllables (and saying "mama" when she wants
Caitlin), and generally being great. The one
thing she doesn't want to do? Sleep. Everyone
keeps telling us we're almost past the tough
part, but I feel like I've been hearing that for
seven months or so. But then you look at that
face, and all is forgiven.

Noa wants YOU in the pro-life movement!

~ Andrew
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