
We have been slowly working our way to the 
launch of this online training course since we 
started ERI twenty-eight months ago. The pro-
life movement has needed a resource like this 
for a long time and we’re so excited to finally 
be able to meet this need. Now excellent 
training in pro-life dialogue is not only available 
to individuals that have a group like ERI come 
to them in person. Anyone can get it now at an 

extremely low cost and they can learn to 
dialogue at their own pace. 

For the next few months we’ll be primarily 
focused on marketing the course as well as 
updating it regularly with new content. 
Students for Life of America has asked us to 
speak on apologetics at eight of their fall 
leadership summit events. This gives us the 
opportunity to get in front of pro-life club 

leaders all over the country as well as meet with 
some of them and their clubs before or after 
the summit. We’re also taking advantage of the 
fact that we’re going to be traveling all over the 
country by scheduling speeches at nearby 
universities in order to reach more students. 
Take a look at our speaking schedule on the 
next page and you’ll see that it’s going to be 
very busy around here! 

We arrived in North Carolina at the very end of 
July and we worked non-stop in August just 
trying to get the course up by our August 31st 
deadline. It’s remarkable how many details it 
takes to finish a project like this.  

We’d love for each one of our supporters to 
have a chance to see the fruits of our labor. If 
you go to EquippedCourse.com you can read 

more about the topics covered in the course, as 
well as the podcast, forum, and group 

activities. We’ll also be hosting regular 
webinars to give people a preview of the 
course and a chance to ask us questions. Stay 
tuned to our Facebook page or emails for 
opportunities to interact with us that way. 

Thank you so much for making this possible by 
supporting us through this process, especially 
while we’ve been more sparse in our 

communication.
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Our New Office! 

We love walking into the office we set up in 
Josh’s house. It’s about 4x larger than the 
tiny room Josh and Tim have been 
crammed in for the last 18 months, and 
we’ve been able to make it our own, 
including ERI’s blue colors on the wall, a 
standing desk/editing station for Josh, and 

the equipment we needed for the 
Equipped for Life podcast!

Speaking Events 

Oct. 1: Missouri 
Oct. 8: Regis University, Denver, CO 
Oct. 10: Colorado State University 
Oct. 11: CU Boulder 
Oct. 15: Belmont, NC 
Oct. 22: Dallas, TX (LS) 
Nov. 5: University of Kentucky 

Nov. 12: La Crosse, WI 
Nov. 19: Fairfax, VA 
Nov. 19: Long Island, NY 
Jan. 22: SFLA National Conference, San 
Francisco, CA 
Jan. 28: SFLA National Conference, Upper 
Marlboro, MD 
Mar. 18: Harvard, Cambridge, MA 
Mar. 18: Omaha, NE 
Mar 25: Philadelphia, PA 

Apr. 8: Seattle, WA 
Apr. 8: Orlando, FL 
Apr. 22: Phoenix, AZ

Latest From the Blog:  
LEARNING TO ALLOW SPACE FOR THE 
“THINKING PAUSE” 

You can’t dialogue well about abortion or 
anything else unless you learn to listen well. 
It should be obvious to anyone that if you 
want to listen well you shouldn’t interrupt 

people when they’re in the middle of a 
sentence. Something much less obvious is 
that you shouldn’t interrupt people when 
they’re in the middle of an important 
thought. An excellent listener should 
develop both the wisdom to recognize and 
the patience to allow space for a thinking 
pause. 

There are two types of pauses that can take 

place after someone finishes talking: 1) a 
conclusion pause, and 2) a thinking pause. 
A conclusion pause takes place when the 
person has concluded his statement and is 
ready for you to jump in with your thoughts. 
A thinking pause takes place when the 
person hasn’t actually concluded; when he 
intends to continue but needs to stop to 
t h i n k . C o n t i n u e r e a d i n g a t 
blog.EqualRightsInstitute.com.

Personal Note from Jacob
Before I get into what's going on with my 
personal life and the ministry at ERI, I want to 
thank you, my supporters. Because of your 
support babies are being saved and so many 
young people are learning to talk about the 
most difficult and emotionally charged subject 
we face today. They are learning to have loving 
conversations that are changing people’s minds 

on abortion. 

I was recently grieved to see a very unloving 
approach in a debate on abortion that popped 
up on Facebook. To put it bluntly, it was a train 
wreck. The reason the conversation was terrible 
was not because the people involved didn’t 
have enough knowledge. In this case it’s 
because they were lacking in wisdom. As Phil 
Joseph says, "Knowledge without wisdom 

leads to victories with no converts." Here at ERI 
we don't just give people the knowledge, we 

help them become the kind of person you want 
to talk to and think with.  

Things have been pretty busy here with team 
Nels. Talli and Henry just celebrated their 
birthdays (four and two).  

Since our last newsletter we have been able to 

go on a vacation where we had a wonderful 
time.  

I have been 1) traveling to North Carolina to 
help with podcasting, 2) going to the abortion 
clinic, and 3) handling the logistics for our 
events.  

Blessings, 

~ Jacob
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